" Yfamurct TRULY # is BoofPRe © 


PROMISE KE PING EI 
| 


A Great 


DUTY: 


As It was Delivered in 3 


SERMON 


— 


| 
» _ — — 


By Samucl Willard, Teacher of a Church 
in B OST1ON, 


nts; —— c— _ 


Prov. 2g. 14. Whoſo boa#teth bimſelf of & 
falſe RI i; like Clouds and Wind wighowt. 


Rain, 


_ BosTON, Printed by Benjamin Harris, and 
John A lien, ab the. Londen-C off cc Houſe, 


* —_—_ oo an — "2 


IG9T, | 


Prour 


(IK 


f [AG 
Promise-Keeping | A Great | Duty. As it was Delivered in a | Sermon | 
— | By Samne! Willard, Teacher of a Church | in Boston. | — | [Three 
lines from Prov. 'xxv. 14.] | — || Boston, Printed by Benjamin Harris, 
and | John Azn, at the London-Coftee-House. | 1691. 16mo. pp. 
(1), 28. 


Titlepage, verso blank; 1-28, © Promise-Keeping | a Great | Duty,” 
headpiece two lines of border pieces ; last leaf blank. 
Near the top of the verso of the blank leaf at the end 1s 


written, © Samuel. Checkley his Booke 1691.” 
Prez. 2d5S.7X , G0. 


| f fi) = 
PRRADSTES $$ GESRRESS | 

| SRNPARSRSN SESSASRE || 

PROMISEKEEPING | 

A Great j: 


1 
, | 
"Y % a  - 
% wo 
4 ” k 
by -) [ 0 
| \ ' 17 
- | 
[ 4 
| —_—_ # * 5. ates k 
' —_—_ TT" \ : | 
| 4 
F 
F 
., 
: 
+* 
! 


| 
' 
| 


| Cor. 1. 18. But as God js true, our word 0s 
| War ds ys, was not yea and nay. | 

4 HE principal occaſion of Pauls Wris 

ting this Second Epiſtle to his Corin= 

> thians, ſeems to have been, ſome Af. 

hen chat the falfe Teachers who came as 

ong them, had caſt upon him: which they 

ad taken advantage to do, hy a Miſinterpres 

| [ation of ſome Expreſſions that he had uſed in 

he former Epiltle, which they had pervgiſly 

, PPplied fo the Scandalizing of his Perſon and 

/ Miniſtry : One of theſe was from 2 promiſe 

" Fybieh tie made of Coming to viſit chem, Chap, 

. Þ6. 5. which it ſeems, he had failed in per- 

'[orming, being hindred from coming, parcly 

| the wnforzjecr 1rauolcs whigh be hag mey || 

Ei & 2 With ||! 


(2) 

with in Afia, which cptovidentlally impedt: 
his intended Journey ; partly in reſpect. 
the uofic poſture which this Church was in & 
receive him at that time. This they alleadF- 
ed againſt him, as iff he were a light and in 
conltant, man ; very raſh in promiſing, an: 
very viegligent in performing - which thoug: 
ſome might think it a very {mall matter Tr: 
raiſe a ſcandal upon, and to have proceedec 
rather ef malice than any juſt occaſion given-. 
yet we ſee how ſolemn and induſtrious Pad 
is to wipe it off, and clear himſelf in thi; 
Matter. 

There are two things which our Apoſt:; 
endeaveurs to make good. = 

1. That when he made that promiſe t- 
them, it was without /evity, i.e. that it w#s 
ſerous, real, according to his preſent intent?- 
on, with a due ſubordination to Gods Wii; 
and Providence, verſe 17. 2. That there w#: 
a juſt and neceſlary hindrance which ery 
ned, by which he was prevented from doi#l - 
whar he had ſo purpoſed, and brought o 
under an obligation to take other meaſur 
ſo that he was nor in the leaſt blame-wortf 
on this matter: Our Text belongs to th 
former of theſe; and in ir there are tw. 
things to be taken notice of, * 1 

I. A SFrong Aſeveration ; as God IS true 


| 6 the Gretkit is als any form of Speech , Gt, 
i Tr Vt 


*har Paul accounted it no trifiirg- matter t0 be 


| 


True : To omit other Joolr brekabins, this kind. 
uf expreſſion 46 uſed in Seripture as an Ellyprical” | 
invocation of God,"in adjuring him, and carries. - 
in it the naturt of an Oath ; it 15 q. 9d. as ſure F | 
as God is true, or, . 1 appeal to the: God of * I 
Truth ; and 5hus that phraſe, God lives, is di= & |} 
vers t4mes 1endred, as God lives ; 4nd this ſrewsk | 


(- ſpefted in'this thing : as havirg been well og 4 
jirhffed not to uſe «dditional afſeverations and, | 
appeals unto God, as words of courſe in bis ordi= ; ||. 
nary Communication, but only at ſuch time as; 
the caſe atd require it, ES PR” 
2. Thething aſſerted by him, or that. to; 
wh'ch the aſleveration is canneCted ; Our word? 
toward you, was not yea and nay. Our word 
there bz iome who apply this to his Preach | 
-74,,, as [:, he intended that he had been ſtedfaſt | 
in his DoQriue, and had not been off and , 
on, as to any Article of it : but there are || 
2hers who do more pertinently apply it to! | 
nis word of promile, that is made mention !! 
of in the ver/e next foregoing» Although, | 
2ecauſe his Calumniators were ready enough . | 
£0 ibſfinuate, that he who ſo little regarded | 
his word of promiſe made unto them, would 
be every whit as inconſiderate in bis Preach- 
ing ; he therefore ſubjoyps a vindication 
of that too, verſe 19. By yea and nay, he ||. 
intends off and on, fallacious, deceitful, ſpeak- ith} 
ing without any conſideration or JALENLION AE | |||: 
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all, but weerly in £7 £90 and upon pre 
tence ; 3 and he means on the other hand, tha” 
he Was real, honeſs. and [6 mcere $7 gt & 


(ty 
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We may from hence obſerve this 


DOCTRINE, 


It ir 4 great and momentous Duty, incumbent oF 
the People of God, to be irue and faithful in 
their Promiſes. © y 


Paul lookt ypan it as a great refleion and 
reproach calt upon him, that he was other- 
wiſe repreſented by the falſe Teachers ; and 
therefore reckons It his Duty and Intereſt tg 
clear up his lategrity in the matter, and be- 
cauſe no other knows the ſincerity of the 
heart, he t crefore doth it by a ſolemn ap« 

peal to God, viho is the diſcerner of hearts- 

In the clearing” up of this Duttrine there ave 
two things which will call for our enquiry, VIZ 

1: Wherejn the Truth of Promiſes doth 

properly conſiſt ? 

2. Of what. concernment it is for the peo- 
ple of Gqd to be very arefu! in this mat- 

; ter? and it is to be obſerved that this Du- 
Ty belongs to, and is to run Through the 
; Yihole « of a Chriſtign* $ Conver ation. 
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"'7» Wheteiri the Truth of Promiſes -doth pro« 
perly Confiſt ? ny 
A. | may here Premiſe a few words concer* 


ning The nature of a' Promije ; and of Lruth 


Prom Odſigatisn 6f | 
ehe Perſori tg another, wherein he ftands bound | 
to do fomething for him. In al} Promites there. 
zre two Parties to be confideted,, One that | 
makes it, and another ro whom it is made. In | 
taking of a Promiſe ths man becomes bound z? ||| 


mn {tants telated to a promiſe. 
1..A Promiſe is a Voluntaty 


he gives his word for the thihg : either he way 


at liberty before, and now he becomes volum |! 
tarily, Ohliged, and fo parts with his freedom 5} || 
or elie it was a Debt of Duty, which he before | 
as under.a Mort tie unto, & by thus promi=- 
fing, he makes himſelf forther engaged : henE& ||| 
there is ſippoſed a Conſevr of rhe wil &n his 


part, who makes it, by which the mn ties bY 
own harids, & pits himfelf under the com- 
mand of another ; arid it is to do ſomthing 
for him; this differenceth if from a threat= 
ning, which is todo againſt him ; & hefeupott 


fhere follows 4 performance to - be requiſne by 
vertve of the promiſe :' after which Lhe Man 18. 
In Conſcience bound to endeavour;this is cleaf 


by the light of nature. EIT TOON” 
2. Truth, 55 it refers to a promiſe, is firſtly 


a Confermity between the mind of the pro- 
miſcr, and the thing which is promiſed; which | 


1ruth 
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( 6); 
Truth farther diſcovers it felf by. his: pradtical 


[Purſtir of the thing, Truth of wa In Gez 


|Beral, 1 is when men ſpeak as the thing is: A 
| 


promiſe isa word paſt by a man concerning; 
[any matter, andic may ticw rightly be {aid ta: 
' be true when ic is according to the thing, : and 
this firſtly relates to the mind of the ſpeaker, 
then ſecondarily to the ation depending there« 
upon, for»there is a neceſſary Connexion be=. 
tween theſe two,to make the word true : hers 
then we may particularly take an account of 
this Duty, and lay down ſome [pecial Rules hy 
which it is to be attended, & tizat, 
8. ln the making. 
2. In the performing of them. - 
\ 1+ In the making of a promiſe, let theſe 
things be obſerved. 
I. * hat in all the promiſes we make; we owe 
Subordination to the will of. God; and 
therfore we ought to have an eye or: reſpec 
thereunto always in our making of them; 
There was a Law in ſrl that if an inferiour 
perſon mzde a vow ( and a promiſe partakey 
in the nature of a vow } the Superiour, wh9 
hada power over that perſon, might vacate 
the vow, upon the hearing of it, if he would z 
and we are all of us Gods Servants, and he 
hath incomparably more power.over ys then 
any ſecond being can have over hisfellow cres- 


WRrGSTER promiſe | IS therelore & PL elumed 0 ty. 
und 


| 
*, 
the dif ofa) of Gods picaſure ; and it is -oofl 1 
| for us, acknow}d Swe thereof, explicichs | 
| to ſay if God Full ; 5nd there is a double re- þ || 
ipeCt to the willof God which is here tobe þ | 
8 had. © | 
| , I. To his preceptive will 3 we ought always } | 
| to be ſatisfied in the lawſulneſs of the thing, 
| b- fore we Dare to bind ourſelves; if we bring | 
| ourſelves under the Obligation of doing any | 
| fin ful aftion, we forfeic out Truth, for in the | 
| yury at of doing ſuch a thing we prove our= | || 
7 | ſelves falſe unto God, and then what Trutf | |. 
 Þ can there be in us? every fl fin is a Iy, accor- | 
ding to Script: ure-account, and then to pro. , | 
| miſe to commit a fin, 1s to engage unto a Ly. 
""S To his Providential Will, we have not || 
ur power in our hands, for ch performance [8 
of any thing that we prom ; God both cang 
and atie doth whattvevtr he ſees meer, pur 
in an unforeſeen, and unavoidable impedi-. 
ment, which fhall altogethef diſetsdle us 
* (from doing the thing which we intended ; 
n he can give obſtruCtion to the thing,. and hay 
M unconquerable difficulties yea impoſh bllicles 
In the way of performance z or_ he can cut vs 
off from our deſigns, & make a!) our gs 
0 periſh at once : we are then: always fo ac 
knowledge,.and carty about with us the con= | 
ideration of this in;afl that we_engage--onr- 
etves abojr; of plight any projiifgs 15f the 
: 8 doing 
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(8) 
doing, elſe we deſpiſe Gods Providences, and 
may.viel- expett to be fruſtrated ; hence rim 
gevrion, Jam. 4.14 afid ſuch zTi mitation hat ow: 
Lis very preiviſe to which Pan! refers in'our [7 
Fe:;t1 fed ww /c 16. 7. if the Lord permes, © 
2. /bere muſs be a true wa firigere intention ha! 
T6: 4d rrp rh42gs if God do nd! prevent 1t. 7 151 wil 
3x th: proper conformity between the mind ard the Þ ye 
Fong 5e z when: 0:7 words are the exoreffions of Up 
Our hearts, and our promfes are the rus mani h 
felt ations of aur. real purpoſes : this is it which} hi 
makes our yea 10'be yea';*when our Words ares 
7x0 glaſs in which' we dy ſhep our kearts; whed th 
zh ins, very " a6 of P79: ny ſong we carry that yeſh 
teach 4 an or. minds, hut noting but tbe uncor 
grolap'c wil of God batt in'any "wiſe prevent it [x9 
from doing the. thing, accordingto the Wwe puv. ſic 
py ang meaning of orr nordr, opPoſ? 7e here 
Fe of 
: An inward ceo. tien never 79 perform ? , | 


rien prowiſe one thing,.and reſolve ugh 7 the Corte = 
#rgry at the fama tir ; ſay thry will &o ſuch 4 fo] 
$9:ng, ang mean wot to dg it : this is aireft ol px 
paſect tive lying ; "for berein the torgne contrad! n 
ze ming, and as ter? is @ ly materially Cons | 
; ali'ed 177 every comradiction, fo the gujit of it |, 
6507 heavy wpor rhat man who, doth it Knowing hy p 
rbas Afnanias 3 is conrged'for lying, AF. $ "Bl: S 
kg, ſaid that gt was but fo much, When bz * $I 
r9#t-57 Was a: m tat rae FE: Py 
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It be 
's. An. reſolution 1 in the mind of the wart 


gbout it, this i is the levity which the Apoſtle 


makes mention of. C:rext, verſe (7. A'pro- 


'mile made without gue delffier 2t1on before. 


hand ; a curfory obligation that aman makes 
without ſo much as thinking, or having any 
ee pard fo what he faith, when his word Pat 
feth from him': and when is is ſo, that 
which naturally follows upon ity 1s that by 

takes no mare thonght -abour it''afterwards, 


& be difcharged ; this alſo is inconſiſtent with 
the : Trutn that is herein concerned which 189 $ 
the man under bonds, wheress this frame of: 
ſpirit feavcs the: man "iofenſible of afly, ara 


there can bs little expectation that ever he 


ſhould pg accolfing to his word. | 

| "di Tt mult be in that which is in the man's 
[pofer-to perform, in tne ordinary corre of 
$S5ds Providence. tt 1s act law! for men, 

Jro promile Lmpo2iÞilfties, whether in them 
Iclves ſo,. or'in tcir Crum aſt ce3 5 NOK 
ought they to be rath in promiſing mprobs ho 
bilities, Lhere are any ings WW. 


uy | 
S . oY HAT c\ {HETS? 


| hath'not in his own hands, nor is 1 in his 
niew, how he fta#.vc te to ohtal n 
them ; ſome things a.man 1s able vo £6 for: 
any ching, that is-in them, but be NOT do 
ein in ſuch a time : now tO promie imnany 
(hi con.derations, is to-neceſſi:ate him- 


VITW.. - 4. E 2 2218 


nor in the lealt concerns himſelf .to fee that 
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(102) 
Felf fo ly; and it 1s woſaneneſ} addeffite 7aſſe. 
bird, for him to impute his diſappointment 


of dolag them, to the Providence of God, 


becauſe in very deed God's Providence, if he = 


had any regard to that, did plainly forbid 


gw from making of any ſuch engagements. | 
"here are al o ſome things that are very ha«| 
Zardong, ſack as things ventured at Sea, and] 


men hatl nee to be very cautions, and 
Plain deating, in {uch prowiſes, elſe they may 
1mp»ſc non dthers, and that is ſo far againſt 
the 7 rath : For any to promiſe a payment 
by ſuch a day, when he neither bath it in his 
hands,nor hath e prafped of a way in which 
he ſhall probably come by it, is a meer pur- 
poſe to deceive, and may well he branded 
or a Cheat : to ay he hop it, when he hath 
yer rational hope at all, in £ , A ordinary courſe 
ſecond caples, is but very little better, 
any thing at al} + To promiſe more work 
pe: be done within the compals of ſuch 4 
time, then it will allow him to do, with al 
the diligence that he is able to uſe, is like- 
wiſe-of the fame nature : But to promiſe 


that which he may do, and is in the power | 


of h; ; hand, in caſe God ſhall pleaſe to con- 
tinue his health and limbs, or if he preſerve 


his Eltare unto him which "he hath in poſleſ 


fion, this muſt he acknowledge to be ans 
0 Mans Orgmary compals or "ey and rhe 
Promiſcr 


4 A = A&A Poly ay wy A5 --* 
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Promiler-opght always to have a reſpeft td 
that. oy iy * Wes 


: 


2. In the performing of Promiſes." Here | 


alſo there is Trþth ro be regarded as well ay 
in the gthcr ; 4nd this is that which is cal- 


Jed F athfulneſs : which fidelity is- nothing 


' elſe, but our (carefully verifying, or- giving 


being to the word which we have paſt ; the” 


word which 1s given, is a pattern or Pledge 


for {ame deed which is to 'þe done ; the rea- 


{on of a promiſe, is, becauſe there is ſome 


tithe to intepvene in order to the doing of 
the thing, which is ſecured - by ſuch g word, 


* 


{0 far as it wil) £0. 


Here then thele Rules are to he minded. 
oP Thar if God by {ome ur foreſeen Provis | 
d&rce, diſable a perſon from doing according. 


to his Word,it 1s not to be imputed to him 


tor a ſin, if he do come ſhort of pexforming : 


it doth nat make. the man guilty of. an yn- 
truth, tho he ſhov!d fall behind in the thing - 


alwa;s provided thar his intentions were ho- 


neſt, and there were no fallaciouineſs in the 
Panagement; and for men to aſperſe him 
. with knavery or cheating on this account 


It-is to throw dirt in the fage of Gods Pro- 


vidence ;- it 15 the duty of all men to acceps 


of anothers word, under fuch a proviſo, and 


nor. to thing that any can foreſtal- him, Who 


doth. his pleaſure in the world, or to think any 


Ghriſtian {0 mad as to: intend, 1 wit 4o ſoy 4 | 
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(mn? 
ghee 0 Ged will 07770 , if it be fabour, 7d 
d lays the mari up fick: if it be money; 
4nd Gbg takes a} rom him, he is to, be 
I's itied and not feproached : Paul for this 
eaſon, courits it: hard Meaſure for him to 
he Coded in this regard, when unfore- 
ſiſpeted' Troubles. in Ajia had prevented 
| his truly intended Journey. * 
2. That ſomtimes the caſe: of the Party 
unto whom. the promiſe is made, makes it 
a duty, at leaft ro ſ«ſpend the doing of the 
thing * & promiſe 1s always ſuppoſed to in- 
ren the doing ſomething” foranother, i. e. for 
bis good, 'that- which is to do 'him harm is of 
the narue of'a- threatning, and is often a miſ- 
chievous. thing ; lf then it (hall aftexwards 
| prove ( as ſometimes . It doth is fall out © that 
It doth ſo prove*} to be apparent for 
his hurt, eſpecially if it be very pernicious. 
The. promiſer is hereby brought under the 
| Obligation of anothef duty, which' ſuppoſes 
| the former: ' and this is agreat Trath ; Viz? 
| That two aCions the ' one whereof is neceſſari- 
Wk ſupverſive 'of the other, cahnot be a mans 
duty =t the ſgine. time, tv.the ſame perſon; 
| $6r Gogs Command never involves us in con- 
tcadiciions : Par intended to come to Chriſt, 
5] tuch; a, time, hoping that his Epiſtle would 
| have; prepared them to-give bfm good wel- 
| come 5 but it-falls out that if: he how comes 
' ir would. bei rg. bis Grief; and: not : to thei 
comfgrr, hence te Pleads this Fer. 22: 1 pras 


\ { 33. ) = 
mile, a raan to furniſh him with. fach f _— 
60, .by- ſuch a.- day, but in the. Interimg T 


m folly aſſured that be intends, to Mury, ' 


der himfelf with it 3 1 am boand to. withhold; 
ft ; and” in. keeping the f*xh Command,.t do. 
got. violate the AVinbe only we puſt nor, frame 
fuch things on ſurmize, to Cover our own 
Infiilelity._ 
| $4. Tratitis our Duty to make Conſcience | 
of. per forming Our Proriifes , _2ccording, ,te, 
| the true renour and intent of them; there. 
15 a Zcear care which it5 incumbent on vs. iff 
| this re! peft 3 if once our word ..be paſt from 
| 95, We nave now parted with our liberty, &, 
ought. co account ourfelves to be uncer-d. 
Conſcientious tie * A promiſe iS a kind of # 
Vow; and we have the wife mans," aflvicey 
Fee!. 5" 5: beuer it is ther thou ſhot aleft nov. 
Vow, then to Vow and not . Pay. We ſhould 
not account ourſelves to be at our own dif- 
poſe, butro know that our Truth lyes at the 
{take, which ought to bevery. dar to ns, & 
caretuiiy Preſerved by us ; we onght not theree 
fore co forgetit ; but ow bear it in our minds,/ 
and to be in Travail ril} we have brought! 
it t@ paſs. And we muſt be ſure that there! 
be no f#iacy in it, no. Deceir, or Evalton, own: 
word ſhould be according tozour intention,. 


and” then our Performance moſt keep pare. 


wich our word ; eiſe the very end ant uſe of” 
Words 13 ervai 8d, ich 1 is cimparings” 


'} 


| 


rn ts ates ite i AC 


ET 
pot minds one to another. TE Ons 
4. There muſt be no ſeeking of excuſes, 
of ſhilting of the ting by evalions : men fom- I | 
times promife, and then repent of it; they | 
did not fo we!} conlider, and afterwards Up» WW 1 
on refletion, . they b&vin to think, therals i 
foine inconvenieftce in the thibg, they have z 
Diſadvantaged the mictves by it 3 & now they 
fer themfelves to ftndy fome cunning Evalion, 
fo to put off thePertormantes;herte the contra» 
ry is given 2s ofe of ths Charaters of an 
honeſt and g 60d man. Pſal. 15. 4 He (meds 
r.1h to bis own burt, ard Chargeth not. Not a$ 
If he doth Deſighedly ſtudy harty to hiinſelf, 
but if it prove ſo through want of foreſight; 
that he will} nor for thet reaſon revoke hig 
word : it is not our own Perſonal Damage 
that ſhoutd maZe 8s ſhifc off a promite, if our 
word be once given; we moſt rather ſuffer. 
in our Perfonat Ifferef, then Violate ouf 
Engagement, | an Eo nb 

$. We ought therfore to do nothing after- 
wards that witl impede our perfcfmances,and 
necelilitates us to. fail in our promiſe. If Sod 
flees meet 10 put in ah obſtruQtion, weare to adore 
his providence & ſubmit Guietly to bis Supres 
macy ; but it we do 1t our telves,it. will bring 
us under blame ; if it be heedleſly, we are 
faulty by it, But if it be defignedly, this will 
be. Impuced -ro our fallacious mind ; and 
Tgpger us al together inexcyfable; he 
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Eocth to' do one Pg and then fits about. 
that which will certainly put bm by from 
being able to attain 11, practicaliy 0 him= 
fel avainſt the truth, and voluntarily necetiie 
acts nimfſelf” ro tell a ly. , ; 
- Of what cqucernment it Is for the peopls 
bf God tO be caretul in this matter. or 
A. Promiſes are made either to, God.or man, 


| 
| | 


the former of thcfe are by a more peculiar ap= 


propriation called Vomws 5 and os) not. belong 1 
12 Our preſent _diſccurſe : the 4atter. are pro= 


perly fecond-Table-Luties, and. are 4a par? 
of that love which we owe unto mer ; hut. yet 


fh2 ſecond. great comprehenft ve command is: 


uh 142 the , firſt, inalmuch as. it is ſtamped 


uy the ſame authority, and hath the ſame: 


Nciniare end, leading,unto the glorifying,.of 
God As well as the other : and therz are ſnn- 
dry weighty coaliderations which will TCPTC= 
ſtent this to us as a W:Omentous Duty 3 Ef 
P2 nay, p 

The honor of. God is: ." herein Jenins con- 
wed! {ruth 15 one of the Divine Per feftions, 
4 is 2 vertue wherein, we ſhould ftrive. to. be 
perfect as God is: and. there. are ſome . -who 
Par ſuch an iaterÞretation.upon Our Leirt,; as 
Gol 1s True ; fo would I. be -; Trae too, [ 
would be like him. _ It is far children ſtudi= 


eon 


ouily-to imitate theit, Parents, in tbat,which, 


oe 


Is god and commendable, and in 5 daip 
820 > hes 
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| they come” to be a credit to them, and hos 
Root themfelves too ; it ; greatly pleaſerh a Fa- 
ther to fee this in his child :' now God hath 
fo mnctr teſtified to his' approbation of Men 
of {r1», in the feripture,& fo awfily threat» 
ned ihe virg gen, to'ſhew how much he 
Eſtrems himfelfro be honoured by the one, 
af? d:ffyuonied by the other :' yea, how mas 
ry have bin the ſignal Teſtimonies of Gods 
providence againſt Promite- breakers ; this 
W335 the Cuince "of £Geack: FY 4nd Jer uf al: Hi 7 
evron , 35-13: #i8'fes how the prophet com- 
ments upofr It, Ez 17. 15, all the werld 
ExXD2&X that they who" 5 oft the fear of Gud, 
fiontd bs 1nder the aw of bin, fo as not to 
dare IS fatiifie their word © and therefore th! 
name” of God ſuffers exceedingly by it, if 
ſich do fal? behind in their perfo: manices, and 
therefore ; 

2. The credit ©  Peliaicn bat a deep interef 
beret, Gods pe: plc bizve to d; with a great mas 
wy men that have but lirite growlrage of the rrut 
Rel atun, and W159 care rhe to concern ther ſelves 
th be ac gnaintea with the Myſteries of it :' out 
al 2211 under land [omething avout moral Os 
neſt, -wkic>, without do ab £-/ahe 70 the 
& -ceeivks Of Chriftuaniiy, and every one that 
calls himſelf Chrijtian, makes a pofc(ſron if "ard 
ould be thong tg be ſonget! !arly concerned abvut; 
art it 53 certaihy the hes ws are ſpeaking of," as 

+3. $0 cop Aa Faqs Flee BA 


much Religiqus as they are morally boneft : this | 


ſo much, but bow ready will they be to inferr from 


ſaves his Conſcignce, takes un bis Pawn , 


£ »  —_— © hw 
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TA (17) | 
meaſure all Religion by it, it is the Standard by 
which they try zt : and they ACCOUNL men JH8E [» 


fidelity therefore pjves a Juftre to a Chriſtian's | 
Profeſſion, and gays unto Religion 41 ſelf a come | 
mernda4tion from them ;, they will fay ſ-ch a man 

js ſure a good man, he makes conſcience of bis 
word : whereas a bare replect of ths, will exo | 
poſe the whole of a mans profeſſion to contempt 5 | 
it will make thoſe to think, and ſay, ſuch men uſe | 
Religion to no other pu poſe than to be a eloak for || 
pretr knauyw; and wipgkt it ſiop here, it were 208 _ 


bence,that Chriſtiani'y it ſelſ 13 nathing elſe but' 
licenſe given men to indulge themſelves jn immoe 
ralities? I am ſure Paul met with this refietfton | 
more thai once, though he gave ig occaſion for ity | 
much more is it to be exptied where there is. 

3» The Chriſtians Conſcignee is herein faid 
to Pawn, Suppoſe the man was Entireiy At 
h1s own liberty before, and under na necelit- 
ty of making ſuch a promiſe, yet if once he 
doth make it; he is now Tied unto it by his 
own at; &' what is the Securi.y that is 
given unto him to whom the Promiſe 18 
made, but that now the mans Cenſcien;e 1S 
become a Pledge ; if theretore he periorn 
the thing which he hath undert3ken, he now 


_—_——— - 


he forfeits this ; and 


bur if he breaks thar, L 
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what hath that Sa, left him, that is 6f- -24 
| Ny worth at all, who hath Forfeited and oſt 
-his Canſcie nce ? if once it comes to Paſs 
that 2 man hath no regare to that, he hath 
not only loſt his Religion, but his Morality 
too: and he who deſpiſeth his Coniclence, 
Deſpiſeth God,” who is the Lord of Conlſct- 
ence, and unto whom it is accountable for 
zll-- that is done by the man.  * 

4# 4. The'mans Per ſonal Credit is here aſh 
Intereitel. Every man hath a Concern ly+ 
ing upon him, to get and kgsp a good 
Nane: & that being a thing of great worth, 
his Goncernedneſs ought to be fo mvch the 
more about it, E:cl.5 1. and the Chriſtian bath 
more reafon than any man to be Caretui in 
this matter, becauſe his ovn name cannot. be 
Joſt, without ſome refle&tion upon the name 
of God. It is tre, Chriſtians, who live a> 
mang, them that are Enemies to Chriſt, arg 
warned to expect to ſuffer from the: world; 
in'N me Eſtate, Liberty, and every way; nGr 
can they Eſcape It by all their Holy arg 
Righteous TH cion, bt inay rather ex» 
pet to meet wi.h the more of it; yet: have 
we the Rule given us for Ro Ang that 
though we cannot avoid ' ſaffering, 'yet we 
take ited, What we ſuffer for, t, Pet, 4. 15; 
Bni tne world will throw this dirt upon him; 


I bath E\Er. * been their Endeavour. to Al 
- : perie 


( 19 ) 

perke good men with jimmoral-ties ; but it 
is our Care to ſee that theſe Aſperſions be 
not true ; but Notorious lies. | et'a man Brag 
never ſo much of 2 Proteſſion, 1 cell the 'worid 
never fo many ſtories of his Converiion 4 
yet if he be.go' 2 Morally honeſt man, he iy 
noching at al-: ym faith the An»ſile ro ihis? 
Jam. 1, 26» & 1. Job. 4. 20 Nay fnch ant 
one, yot only Forfeirs hin Kepntation for a 
Good man, with the gngodly, bat with thoſe 
that are Godly, who are to Judge of the Tree 
by its Frans he that makes It '2 oof omary 
ap hittie matter 10 falſify h's word,deferved\ 
ly incyrs this ares : if it” may be rib 
ly faid cf him, that he regards nvt bis Pro- 
miſe, there 1s n6'traſtro'be put'in el at man 
nor is he to'be believed in any thing. ' 

5: The Welfare of Humane Society is very 
much Concerned in this matter. Man js 
made a fociable Creature, and the Comfort of 
Mankind 1s maintained þy mutual Emre: courſe 
and Communion : Man is a Dependent Crea« 
ture, and not only [have all men their abſo- 
lute Dependence upon God ; Hur one man 
hatha' grear'deal of De pendence npon ano- 
ther, without which the Afﬀirs of this life 
cannot be carried on for the ſupport of 6ur 
Livelyhood, there'are many things man Tar! ', 
and there are many Vocations are need! al 
for the ſupply of them, one wan cannol Car- 
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dit 'him on the valne of. it 


{ 20 ) 
xy on all- by himſelt; and hence it comes $0 
paſs, that there. is mutuzl Traffick betweert 
men 3nd Tranſactions among them in the 
Management: of it -: nor can all thi ings be car- 
Tied to, as that there ſhould be 30 more but 
Pretent commutation, but men - muſt truſt 
one anctier ; and rherefore Covenants and 
Promifes muſt paſs bzween them for the fu- 
ture doing this of. that, which may Anſwer 
the ends of each : & that which makes theſe 
promiſes to pals for currant bztween man & 


man, is truth in the prom:ler 3 it is the 


Opinion of that which gives him Credit 


with the other party ; but for which Opi- 
nion be'would reſuſe to take his word'or cre- 
-if therefore 
there Þea failure upon this account, man» 
kind is diſappointed : & 1f ic ſhould grow 
Lo be a corrmon thing, ihe Ligameat of Hu- 
mane ſociety is diſtotved and Communities 
mult be d:sbanded ; if Truth fail all is pu 
to a rout': if once a man caan2t be believed, 
what ſhould anv others have any more t0 
do with him? by this means ſ-crets come 
to be revealed to mens vicat detriment; ex- 
pedtar: ons are hereby fruftra:cd, buſi neſles of 

reaieit moment di (44) nnd and humane 
Wy fick- woſully entangled; hence ariſe quar- 
relling3, tdions law-ſuirs, yea Contzntion & 
every evil FOE « WRELERS ON ERC other hand 
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mere men but Trove & ſau bfal, how happi I 
might they hive rc-pethier f a kat terps and, 
Comforts might they be mutually ote to A. 
no. de: ? it :3 indeed 1he Ligaturs of 21] ſ0- 
cieties & it it be broken ney will fall n 
picces ; & when all thote rhengs are put TOs, 
eechcr, It mW Tel} v v bat. 1£a1ON 1-1 


Apo; tle hay to be fo C:reful in aciend.ng! 
tus Credu an thys Kejpct, 


nSE fr 


This Dodtrine then may ſerve to reprove. 
the too great, neglett' of this Duty,i among 
thoſe that make a profe(/i-m of Piety. Row it, 
1s upon This accourt, is teſt known” 16 every. 
$32Ns COojnicience ; DBUL | 2m ture there Is a. 


great Ceal of comp.zirt made, ard ro Vitle- 


reproach caſt upon the ways and people of 
God in this matter; and too many, who! 
have made the Ing. eit profeſſion of Chriſtias 
nity, ard nie wi IEA. explicit Cove: 
Nails wt hb vo, arc ill reprefenined upon this, 
account + Promite-breaking is an alperſion. 
that. is Caſt 1n10 many a mans diſh : and if 
the Eniig be tive, Jet all ſuch know, that 
they are puiity of a great and ſcahdatous fin,” 
a: d beware that you do not think {lightly 
ot I, and go abuut io evade ic, and jupe 
preſs thie coy: Rica of it in your own cor ſci-, 
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bs, by atiy trivial excuſes: an! f ire be 


any of tuch perions, whoſe hearts do cons: 
d2mn ihem betore God for this lin, Jet it 


h*ip © bring them to ecep Homilietion., and 


faking Keprncurce : this, how much dithis 
mnoxwr YOu nave brought TO Gods Precious MN ame 
by, how wot, my you have opened, the 
out hs- 9% TnngoHd! 5 men, and £rven them 
Qcc2'100 to ſpy evil of you, and your protefſi- 
©; bow much you, kave wounded the Charts 
7) of them that fear Ghtd, and laid your 
{elves under their juſt /«ſpic ion of your :{v7= 
gruy , how dangerouſly you have expcſed, 
your Proferlion to :contewpt ; and made þ9- 
ly. and confcientigns Chrijtians to ſuffer for: 
your fakes. Bur k fail turn my Reprehenfi= 


&-into Ex10rtation ;' and therefore, 


uSE 1 


Let it ferve to adrif; and excite all Chrif. 
ti2ns to a cereful and'c ſt int p- aftice of this 
Duty .Among' the other parts of a goſpel con- 
veriation, ſee that you do not ſorget this,” 
te be at all times true to your promiſes : | 
vihat hath b:en already ſaid* in the clearing 
up the weight of this Duty, may. be made, 
ule of as as arguments to move us to hears. 
ken to this advice, [' ſhall therefore only adde 
| meas cwo conſiderativns. | 
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2. Itis: your. Duty.ro be: examples. 1n-all | 
Moral honeſty ta all-other Men. The peopic | 
of God aught .to. endeavour to: ourdo. all o- 
thers whatfoever, in rigtceouſnels, math. 5- 
20. except. your Kighteouſneds  exsieds © Cc. The: 
Grace of God where its received teacherh 
men efteRualy to do thele Duries;:{it 2. It 
12. to live Kighteor (ly, Cc. Chriſts. Diſciples are: 
ſaid; tobe, the lights of rhe world, and for that 
reaſon they ſhonid laboyr ſs to fe, that they: 
may.win-others, Aar. 5. 16. it is therefore a 
crying ſhame to them, that - any fuch' whe 
make nv pretence to: holineſs and the "feat: 
of. God, are: yer :to be commented: for theſe 
things. far. aboye them ;.thar- do by -any 
degrees out-go them ; that :there is 3 Freat 
deal. more eonfidence may. be pur 11 theft. 
and their-word 1s much fafer;- to-.be truſted 
uwto.than any of theirs,: to..be able- without 
lander, to fay of. any one who .rel}s all} men. 
thiat fe 15-@ Seryant of Jeſus Chriſt, that: he 
1s.nct-fo- bz: believed in any: promiſe ther be” 
makes, -whatian-horrig-thame mult :this: be ? 
let there then be no ſuch eccaſton: ofered. - 
2.: You will have. a great deal of peace: in 
taus do ng, whereas oiherwile: you witkcree 
ate for. yourſ?lyes agreat. deal: of  errmble; : 


| Every. man, :next to. God, hath:moſk: of all. 

'E fo de with his own Gonfcience, and: itais his : 
: | greateſt wildom caretully to. provide for :the - 
| Quick of chat ; iti his beſt jr2end, if. he do. | 
; Ly AItht lo. 


THY" 
fzintain the peacg of It, and it is his ol 
foe, if $8 ;y1Hl-be fo fooliſh as to ſet ita 
kiny ant what(ozver Evalions..men may. 0 
to, baffle their Confſriences withalt for the Iſl | 
prefene,, jer they keep x true Regiſter, ant 
will have a tine to call men to a ſevere Rect 
oning # ther it wif] be an vfiſpeakable -com\« Il] 
fort 410. be zble-ro ſay of - our: ſelves; as "Paut 
Goth, Acts 26, 46,.if we maintain Siuth 17 


| re 1s wird pars, that will be matter. of ſolid 
| 
| 


Cbſolaion, *n the darkeſt hours of Tempr 
ton -. bbt I will he 2. terrible thing” when 
opr thoughts ſhall be made to reflett -inward; 
then 19 have fach accufations as thefe: are} 
| Fhave, heen falſe-is men,-how can-it be thett 
| that] ſhould be rrve to: God-? F bave had tity 
tle-or noregard to'my word; | made nothing 
' of pramiling, and as little of breaking, pro? 
miſe-;- a} that you can gain by your falfchoo# 
or fave by cunning tricks to Put off yauri en« 
' gagements,.will.never compenſate this: mife 
chief - all that yow can ſufftr by being honeſt 
279 troe ,- though 1 6w ſhould lofe <onfideras 
bly, in- your o.war#concerns' will -not make! 
you Þ;:0r,-07 hinder your Inward quiet'* this) 
«ik he a-ſolid- comfort to you at ail times. * © 
And-for your help and: Direftion in UF 
Tamer ob theſe few Rules. 
1 Ez Confederate and” Cantidus it makin 

| 98] * PROWiles 3 men # Lat areraſt' and haſty UP 
PRC Eh Promis 
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plomifing, wit wt: be every whit as Yow & res. 
gardleſs: in. performing - he that, really aC- 
counts his. word, when once It is paſt," to be 
as Obligin 'on his Gonſcience, in pgiat of 
Truth, a$it he had given his Oath ynto it, 

8 ill be ſure firſt to thiok'of jt Deliberaidly, 
8 arid look it round; before he wil) Hri ng bim- 
Bf felf nnder fach's bond : Conhdera ton well 
| becomes a-prudent man 2t 21} times; in . al 
caſes: that-are of any moment; a 7 mar, 


mas. 7 "- 


and: here you are 29 Conſider, whether yOu. 
may do itin regerd to the [awfulnefs of 'the 


into a:Snarez 'for although ſinful Promgey 


the Precept, are not to be kepr but broxe9; 
#nd to'falfilthem, is 'to- add fin ro fin; ytt 


required of inch a$ {o do! Heryvda was 2 foo 
f:x making ſuch a Promiſe as he dig, bat he 


it. hegayſe of bys word, Think alf> WER her 


þ =» *P of I's 2 © BD UP Go WF a, VE ww ww 


- 


perform : do not dare to engavze-4ny th ng 
which zou know yqu myſt of necej}ty ng'er 
 fnifil; a Hr y/ical Lmpoſiihi' ty makes it a Mos 
rat evil In Js t©© obj'e ourfelvgs to the 
Doing. of any thing which otherw:fe were 
lawful for us, were it in qur power : think 


Þ I $19 


x 
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will never gain-the Reputation of a wiſe man: 


thing : -otherwile you will Ering jourſelves' 


when the Thing promiſed” is forbidgen' vs Fl 
therg is folly to be imputes to andrepentarce 


was: worſe then g Vad-mgn for ſtanding tg: 


you - may P,omife it in point ol 277 Mity iq 


| 
| 
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alſo whether PR Got By pore you-6g. 

ertvards, 2nd ſ6- become a Temp fee. 
you either to braud;.or Falſchood 3 that” to 
being Ciear in. hat you "do, you: 'may-- | 
tie -more fixed itt your Reſolutions to Rand 
IS] your word, rt g rl 

' Having promiſed, now clrnfully avoid 

al Pempraty ns :to0 *Uiſoncfty, beware that; 
you pine nor the leaſt: entertairitfient to any 
rhbilghts of ir. ucutent dealing in the thing 2. 
do'not. meditate. nice evaſi 128S,. NOT. udp 
06 "Aja any zdvantage how to : break or (0! 
DB” 05” whit, worſe then you word; | A 
Chriftian ooght. to b; very clear; ff nccreuprig hp 
4n' prom fag, and he will herein (make It - ap? 
pear that he was' fo, when he purſues it 
in”. his . pratife, when he hates. any thing: 
thac locks like a'deceir, and though he might 
ver will not maks' uſe of it: here ate. 2) 
preat mariy cunning tricks, that: ſome mer 
ff ucionl,y make: uſe 5f, to impoſe upIN cheiry 

DUgRugars withall, accounting” it-a matter, 
of crevit; "and that which defexves commens 
dation, that : they can thus dive by | thei 
wits.:. but it very ill becomesa Chriſtian thus! 
t Jo: that 1s a duty: with: reſpect to all-ours, | 
d-2Vin15 with- others, Rom, , 12417, provide. 
fh:r 0. hone? in twe ſinht of all .men;; howeved, 
Witty men may: count ſuch-a man to be, t: 
"Fol ſure all bou! men | WH vote him wicked 
FEES Woes 3 Br I A og. and! 
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4 3318.8 very ill Epichet to be put pon - 
.2y one that calls kimſeif » the name of 
Chriltian, | 
-3, Hence beware of making any Enquiry 

ofter the Promiſe is given, © That. is a thing 
BE {hich -is to be done before,* but it- comes, 
 to0 laze, and out. of order . afterwards; it is 
£099 angd-.a piece of Prudence fof. men be- 
jore they roceed to.oblige themſelves, to ſay 
V/ bat ſhall 1 do? ſhall Þ bind my' felf}.or no? 
hat will be conſcquent upon ic ? but 'when 
or. word is gone; then to ſay, What have" f 
ae ?: mayy, times Proves. to be a great ſin, 

1d puts u upon ſinful and ſcandalous Cour- 
*'S: tO undo --again, ' when it - is; too 'Late z 
4 7'Den once'we have. brought-our ſelves under 

e obligation,'our buſineſs now Is- to} ſtudys | 
; | : 2w we may perform; Whereas ſuch enqui- 
1] {is as. theſe moſtly. -tend to ' put ws upon 
_ | thinking how to evade and falfify- our word, 
vl! hen we think we have been: over-ſeen, or 
| re like to be loſers by the bargain. ; 
| 4 Beware of forge ting your promiſes. 
\ | "ill be no exrenuarion, but rather an pris 
| 1 -»of you fault ſo' to do: it will argue a 
j ercatiwant of integrity - that is one of the 
{| 1::2in ends of a promiſe, to put us in mind bf 
I v bac we have to do: and:if we Go indeed 

purpoſe the thing, it will fer us about it, and 
» | ' en there will be no danger of the forgerting 
78 Io CITI HR RT 87 1 neep 
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g 3- Keep the Fear of God always befor your 
2 £yes Think it not enough that you can eſcape 
p Ii.c Laws of men, which is all that too many 
| + Take any thoughriabonr, and think all is well 
BD A = can keep clear of: falling under their 
; Bur rememher. God is a witnefs of all the | 
, Promifes that you make, and he will be an Þ 
\ #venger of all falſhood : bz afraid of provo- Þ 
; King him to anger at. you, or of expoſing | 
 Þ+s Name to reproach amang men . think the | 
, Licae 5 coming when you muſt give an ace Þ 
| £01? of evgry idle word unto the great Judge ; 
{Then all tricks and trivial excuſes will be } 
| Inſignificant:he will then bring the hiddep things | 
. of diſhaneſty ro light : promife Hreakers then | 
will have an awfal account to give in. Let 
ps then pray that uprightneſs and integrity | 
may preferve 'us; that Gad will take from us 
the way of lying : this will be one way tg 
relp us to live in credit among men to en- 
joy great peace in our owne ſpirits, and ap« 
year with comfort, before the great 
Judg at the Laſt Day. 
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